: This article deals with the evolution of class voting in Switzerland from 1971 to 2011. It shows that class cleavage (working class versus owners/employers) has weakened in Switzerland. The existence of a large right-wing party with strong support among the working class contributes to blurring the traditional class divisions in voting. However, the analysis indicates that class cleavage has not completely disappeared. The centre-right parties display much continuity in their class basis over time, thus contributing to the persistence of class cleavage. Besides taking into account the diversity of the right-wing parties, the article also offers a new perspective by including nonvoting. Class differences in turnout are important in Switzerland, but the findings suggest that the most important change over time concerns party choice and not turnout.
Introduction
Having traditionally been seen as one of the most important predictors of voting behaviour in many countries, social class is now considered as losing its influence on voting choice. In the 1980s and 1990s, various studies came to the conclusion that the alignments between social classes and political parties had undeniably weakened and that long-term class-based party preferences had been replaced by shorter, candidate-and issues-driven voting decisions (e.g. Dalton et al. 1984; Clark and Lipset 1991; Crewe and Denver 1985; Franklin et al. 1992; Lipset 1981; Rose and McAllister 1986) . The assessment of a decline or even a death of class voting has not remained unchallenged though. Improving the measures of social class and of class voting, various scholars have shown that the decline in class voting is much more limited and that the evolution of class voting is characterized by a pattern of trendless fluctuation rather than linear decline (e.g. Heath et al. 1985; Evans 1999a Evans , 2000 Goldthorpe 1999a ). Particularly, it has been shown that the evolution of class voting, far from being a universal trend, displays important variations between countries, depending of various social and political factors (e.g. Cautr es and Heath 1996; Brooks et al. 2006; Nieuwbeerta 1996; Evans and De Graaf 2013) . The necessity of undertaking single-country studies that take into account the full diversity of the political landscape 2 is emphasized in the literature (Evans 1999b; Goldthorpe 1999b: 322) : this in order to precisely draw the contours of class voting and its determinants.
In Switzerland, major changes in class voting have been highlighted in various studies over the last years. The success of the Swiss People's Party (SVP) is built on a clear class basis. Besides its traditional petty bourgeoisie basis, its overrepresentation among working class voters has been shown in several studies (Kriesi et al. 2005; Lachat 2007; Mazzoleni et al. 2005; Rennwald 2010a, 2010b; Rennwald 2005; Sciarini 2010; Selb and Lachat 2004) . On the other hand, the Social Democratic Party (SP) relies on the support of salaried middle class segments of the electorate, especially from the socio-cultural professionals. Its class profile is close to that of the Green party (Bochsler and Sciarini 2010; Oesch and Rennwald 2010b; Sciarini 2010) . Class voting in Switzerland is therefore characterized by important realignments. However, the discussion has focused mainly on the differences between the Swiss People's Party and the left-wing parties (both the SP and the Greens). The traditional centre-right parties have not been paid much attention, although the Radical-Liberal Party (FDP) is the party most associated with the capital side of the class cleavage. Moreover, most contributions have focused on party choice and have not integrated turnout, 3 although the two might be related in the context of class. Filling this gap, this article thus aims to offer new insights on the evolution of class voting in Switzerland from the 1970s to 2011 (the year of the last election). It shows that class cleavage is weakened when a right-wing party is suddenly able to catch a more than average support among working class voters. By contrast, centre-right parties display much continuity in their class basis over time, thus contributing to the persistence of class cleavage.
The article is structured as follows. It begins with a short introduction to the specific characteristics of class cleavage in Switzerland. The conceptualization of the class cleavage is then clarified. The next section presents the theoretical framework and states the hypotheses about the evolution of class voting in Switzerland. The analytical strategy, the data and the measures are then presented. The empirical part is divided into three subsections, beginning with the analysis of class cleavage in voting in the 1970s, before turning to the recent period and assessing the evolution over time. The last section is devoted to examining class differences in turnout.
Class Cleavage in Switzerland and its Specific Characteristics: A Short Introduction
In Switzerland, class cleavage has often been described as weak (e.g. Lijphart 1979) , mainly because of the existence of other social cleavages in a linguistically and religiously fragmented country. In this section, we first highlight two particularities of class cleavage in Switzerland and in a second step briefly review the literature on the topic in order to delimit the contribution of the article.
Firstly, political parties of the right are historically divided along religious and urban/ rural lines, which make the Swiss class cleavage less clear-cut than in countries where one large party dominates the right of the political spectrum. The existence of a divided right is mainly the product of the religious cleavage which was very salient in Swiss politics in the 19 th century and which opposed the Radical Party to the Christian Democratic Party (CVP). Additionally, the urban-rural cleavage was articulated at the political level in Switzerland. Farmers and small business owners from a rural background who felt that their interests were not sufficiently well represented in the Radical Party created the Swiss People's Party. The Radical Party has traditionally been the right-wing party most associated with the class cleavage. However, it has reunited different ideological tendencies, from an economic liberal wing to a more state-oriented and centralist wing. Thus, its class basis of support is likely to be more heterogeneous than is the case of liberal or radical parties in other countries (see Seiler 1996: 70) . Moreover, the Christian Democratic Party has traditionally used a cross-class strategy, appealing to voters along religious lines (i.e. Catholic voters). The existence of Christian trade unions in Switzerland, which are related to the Christian Democratic Party, also facilitates the appeal to working class voters.
Secondly, the presence of large class differences in turnout in Switzerland has been emphasized (e.g. Oesch 2006) . The relation between the strength of class voting in party choice and in turnout has been demonstrated in the literature: when class differences in party choice are weak, class differences in turnout are usually strong (see Verba et al. 1978; Weakliem and Heath 1999; Hout et al. 1995) . Thus, in Switzerland, class differences might be more manifest in turnout than in party choice.
The fragmentary character of the research on class cleavage in Switzerland
Research on class cleavage in Switzerland is relatively modest in comparison to that undertaken internationally. The view that class cleavage could only be residual in a culturally mixed country such as Switzerland (Lijphart 1979 ) has certainly influenced later work. More generally, Hug and Trechsel (2002: 207) stated that few studies dealt with the impact of cleavages on voting choice in Switzerland, despite the existence of numerous social cleavages and the potentially interesting peculiarities of the country. The main findings on class and electoral behaviour in Switzerland are summarized hereunder, dividing the literature into two groups.
From a first group of studies dealing with the relative impact of social cleavages (e.g. Hug and Trechsel 2002; Lijphart 1979; Trechsel 1995) , the main message concerns the prevalence of religious cleavage in Switzerland and thus the relative weakness of class cleavage. However, religious cleavage has declined since the 1980s (Hug and Trechsel 2002; Trechsel 1995) . These studies have the advantage of dealing with social cleavages over a relatively long time period, and thus offer the possibility of putting class cleavage in a broader context. However, the measure of class position remains rather weak with a binary or ternary classification.
The launch of the Swiss Electoral Studies (Selects) in 1995 corresponded with a certain renewal of interest in class cleavage, notably because these provided more detailed information on social class. Thus, a second group of studies can be identified, dealing principally with the class basis of the Swiss People's Party and the Social Democratic Partylittle information is to be found on the centre-right parties -in the late 1990s-2000s. The studies highlight the working class character of the Swiss People's Party support and the salaried middle class character of Social Democratic support (Kriesi et al. 2005; Lachat 2007; Mazzoleni et al. 2005; Rennwald 2010a, 2010b; Rennwald 2005; Sciarini 2010; Selb and Lachat, 2004) . These findings seem to be at variance with the origins of Class (Non)Voting in Switzerland 1971 -2011 these parties. However, since these studies go back only to 1995, no baseline is available, making predictions about changes difficult. The most ambitious attempt to use a detailed class measure in a longitudinal study is to be found in the work of Lachat (2007) . Developing a new aggregate measure of the impact of class on voting, the author shows the relative stability of class differences in voting over time (irrespective of which classes support which parties). We thus wish to extend the work undertaken by Lachat by investigating in more detail the evolution of coalitions between particular social classes and parties (see Nieuwbeerta 1996: 371) .
In sum, the relatively fragmentary character of class cleavage research in Switzerland emerges from this short literature review. Thus, there is still a great need to describe the evolution of class voting in Switzerland. Additionally, this article wants to utilize the specific characteristics of class cleavage in Switzerland, by taking into account the diversity of the right-wing parties and by expanding the study to nonvoting. It is useful to mention here that another specific characteristic of class cleavage in Switzerland can be found in the literature: that is, that the strength of class voting displays important subnational variations, between the linguistic regions and the types of cantonal party systems (e.g. Kerr 1987; Kriesi 1998; Rennwald 2006; Goldberg 2014; Goldberg and Sciarini in this issue) . For space reasons, this article focuses on the national level. We leave it to further research to analyse both the national level and subnational variations.
Class Cleavage as the Opposition Between the Working Class and the Owners/ Employers
Which conceptualization of class cleavage is used in this work? Following Lipset and Rokkan (1967) , class cleavage is considered as the opposition between the working class and the owners and employers. However, this does not mean that we can rely on the crude binary distinction between manual and non-manual workers (or middle class) as used in Alford's index (Alford 1962) . The literature emphasizes the necessity of using a detailed class schema (e.g. Evans 1999a Evans , 2000 Hout et al. 1995; Oesch 2008) . We thus use the one developed by Daniel Oesch (2006) . Following the pragmatic conception of social classes in electoral sociology, we directly rely on Oesch's categories (see table A.1 in the appendix) to define the social classes. The owners and employers include all categories of the 'independent work logic': large employers (with more than 9 employees), small business owners (less than 9 employees or without employee) and liberal professions. 4 For the working class, the category of the production workers (skilled, semi-or un-skilled workers in 'technical work logic') is used. The schema also gives the opportunity to consider the new 'service proletariat', that is, low-skilled workers in the 'interpersonal work logic' (service workers).
Horizontal distinctions within the salaried middle class -a class which cannot be included in the working class, nor in the owners/employers category -can be made with the Oesch's schema. Various scholars have emphasized the existence of a structural division within the salaried middle class between managers who exercise 'delegated authority' and professionals whose work relies above all on the exercise of specialized knowledge and expertise (Kriesi 1993 (Kriesi , 1998 M€ uller 1999; G€ uveli et al. 2007; Oesch 2006) . Managers can be considered as the salaried arm of the owners and employers, given that they run large organizations for them. Among professionals, the highly skilled wage-earners in social and cultural sectors ('socio-cultural specialists') are the most remote from the employers' interests. Their orientation towards the needs of their patients, clients or students makes them the least likely to accept the financial constraints fixed by the managers. 5 We will thus investigate to what extent the managers lean towards the owners/employers in their voting choice and the socio-cultural specialists towards the working class.
Changes in the Swiss Party System and the Evolution of Class Voting
The role of political parties in the evolution of class voting How can we explain the evolution of the linkages between classes and political parties over time? In a study on class cleavage in Germany, M€ uller (1999) identified different elements that can concurrently account for changes across time in class-related party preferences. First, on the voters' (or demand) side, changes in the conditions for the formulation of class-based interests among voters could be potentially identified. Second, on the parties' (or supply) side, changes in party programmes could play a role in the party preferences of the classes. Following the strategy adopted by M€ uller (1999), the hypotheses developed hereafter are driven by considerations relating to party programmes changes. This choice does not mean that we consider demand-side changes not relevant. Given that the article does not primarily pursue the ambition of explaining changes in class voting but rather describing them, we simply wish to reduce the complexity of the task (see M€ uller 1999: 146) by focusing on parties' political offering. In reality, various aspects are likely to impact at the same time on the evolution of class-party linkages. Moreover, in the specific case of Switzerland, it seems worthwhile to consider the changes in the parties' political offering, given that the political landscape has been shaken up by the transformation of the Swiss People's Party. We first discuss which aspects of political offering are important for class voting, and then consider the Swiss case.
In the political choice model developed by Evans and De Graaf (2014) , the economic left-right positions adopted by political parties is a major aspect of political offering that has been identified as potentially changing class voting. If political parties converge in their economic positions, then there will be fewer incentives for voters to rely on their class position for their voting choice. For example, if a left-wing party moves to the right on economic issues, working class voters should have less incentive to support it, whereas middle-class voters should have more incentive to support it. However, one can imagine that the argument is not only positional, but that issue salience does also matter (see Rennwald and Evans 2014) . Class cleavage can be weaker if the parties hold less distinct economic positions, but can also be weaker if parties mobilize less on economic issues (and more on non-economic issues). 6 In this latter case also, voters have less incentive to take a decision based on their class position, given that parties appeal to identities other than class identity (see Bornschier 2010 for a synthesis discussion on competing identities). For example, Przeworski and Sprague (1986) convincingly argue that, if socialist parties renounce the mantel of mere class parties, this will affect the mobilization of workers on a class identity basis. By weakening the salience of class, socialist parties leave more space for "competing particularistic appeals of religion, ethnic or linguistic groups, regions, etc." (Przeworski and Sprague 1986: 46) . From this salience argument, we can for example understand how a right-wing party mobilizing voters on the defence of national sovereignty against the prerogatives of the European Union is likely to broaden its class basis of support (for example to working class), despite its economic right-wing position.
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Changes in economic positions and political appeals in Switzerland
The electoral rise of the Swiss People's Party in the 1990s has been accompanied by a radical transformation of its political offering, from a centre-right party defending the interests of the rural and Protestant farmers and small business owners into a radical right-wing populist party 8 with an anti-immigrant and anti-Europe programme (e.g. Kriesi et al. 2005; Mazzoleni 2003; Skenderovic 2007 Skenderovic , 2009 ). Based on data from the Comparative Manifesto Project (CMP), figure 1 displays the evolution of the positions of the major Swiss parties, on both economic and cultural issues. 9 The important right-wing turn of the Swiss People's Party in the 1990s can be observed, not only in cultural, but also in economic, positions.
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We have highlighted two mechanisms for the weakening of class cleavage. Parties can change their economic positions, or parties can mobilize voters on cultural issues. From figure 1a , we can observe a growing polarization of political parties' economic positions since the beginning of the 1990s. The Swiss People's Party and the Radical Party have gone closer to the right, whereas the Social Democratic Party has gone closer to the left. Thus, class cleavage should have rather deepened in Switzerland if we follow Rennwald and Evans (2014) model.
The second mechanism seems more promising. 11 The Swiss People's party campaigned mainly on issues such as Europe and immigration during the 1990s and the 2000s. As a 7 Again, this presupposes a two-dimensional political space with social classes having a different position on the two axes. Kitschelt (1994) emphasized the authoritarian position of the working class on the 'libertarianauthoritarian' (or cultural) dimension, in contrast with its left-wing position on the economic dimension. 8 The term is used in reference to Skenderovic's work on Switzerland (2009). According to that author, the radical right can be understood as a political family that comprises three members: the radical right-wing populist parties, the New Right and the extreme right. 9 We follow the categorization and measures used in Jansen et al. (2011) . The parties' economic positions are calculated by subtracting the mentions of left-wing issues (market regulation per403, economic planning per404, controlled economy per412, social justice per503, Welfare State expansion per504, labour groups: positive per701) from the mentions of right-wing issues (free enterprise per401, economic orthodoxy per414, middle class groups: positive per704, labour groups: negative per702). The parties' cultural positions are calculated by subtracting the mentions of right-wing issues (social harmony per606, national way of life: positive per601, multiculturalism: negative per608, traditional morality: positive per603, middle class groups: positive per704) from the mentions of leftwing issues (anti-growth economy per416, national way of life: negative per602, multiculturalism: positive per607, traditional morality: negative per604, environmental protection per501). consequence, these issues had a strong salience on the Swiss political agenda (Kriesi et al. 2006; Rennwald 2013) . New Left issues had a strong resonance in the political appeal of the Social Democratic Party in the 1990s and 2000s (Rennwald and Evans 2014) . 12 The traditional left has been under pressure to integrate the cultural concerns of the new social movements of the post-1968 era (see Sassoon 1996: 647-90) . The mobilization on cultural issues from the social democrats is more likely to appeal to socio-cultural specialists which formed the backbone of these movements (Kriesi, 1993) . As regards the Christian Democratic Party, no major change over time should occur, given that the origin of this party already lies in the mobilization of voters on cultural (religious) issues, contrary to parties arising from class cleavage. The Radical-Liberal Party is the right-wing party most associated with the class cleavage, and thus with economic issues. It does not seem that this party has adopted a strategy similar to that of the Swiss People's Party of mobilizing voters mainly in cultural terms. 13 Thus, we can expect that the SVP, despite its right-wing turn on economic issues, could increasingly appeal to working class voters because of a strong emphasis on cultural issues. By contrast, the Social Democratic Party could be less successful in mobilizing working class voters. For the centre-right parties, we do not expect major changes in their class basis of support, given that there is no sign of a major reconfiguration of their political appeal. On the basis of these considerations, the following hypotheses are tested:
H1: The class opposition in voting choice between the SP and the SVP (working class voting SP, small business owners voting SVP) has decreased over time. The class basis of the SP has become less working class; the class basis of the SVP has become more working class.
H2: The class opposition in voting choice between the SP and the FDP (working class voting SP, large employers/liberal professions voting FDP) has decreased over time. The class basis of the SP has become less working class, but the class basis of the FDP has remained unchanged, thus limiting the decline in class cleavage in comparison with the SP-SVP opposition. 1971 1975 1979 1983 1987 1991 1995 1999 2003 2007 Left
Figure 1: Positions of the main Swiss parties, 1971 12 Moreover, due to the exclusionist agenda of the Swiss People's Party (Skenderovic 2007 (Skenderovic , 2009 , it is also likely that the Social Democratic Party chose to 'hold' its position (see Bale et al. 2010 ) by defending pro-European politics and pro-migrants' rights policies, thus reinforcing the salience of cultural issues (Meguid, 2005) . 13 Generally, research should be undertaken on the reaction of centre-right parties to the rise of the Swiss People's Party in terms of political positioning (see the work of Bale et al. 2010 for socialist parties).
H3: The class opposition in voting choice between SP and CVP (working class voting SP, cross-class support for the CVP) has decreased over time. The class basis of the SP has become less working class, but the class basis of the CVP has remained unchanged, thus limiting the decrease in class cleavage in comparison with the SP-SVP opposition.
Let us finally turn to nonvoting. It has been argued that the mobilization by left-wing parties (and particularly by trade unions) of working class voters is decisive in reducing class differences in participation (Korpi, 1983) . Thus, the weakening linkage between working class voters and social democratic parties is likely to produce larger class differences in participation. However, it could be argued that this mobilization function is not the prerogative of left-wing parties. Other parties able to find a more than average support among working class voters might also fulfil this function to a certain extent. Thus, the presence in the party system of a radical right-wing populist party might limit the increase of class differences in participation. In a comparative study, Arndt (2013) shows that the decrease in working class turnout, after social democratic parties engaged in "Third Way" welfare state reforms, was stronger in Great Britain (where no new competitor emerged in the party system) than in Denmark (where the People's Party could catch most working class voters). In the case of Switzerland, with the presence of the Swiss People's Party, we expect that class oppositions in turnout have remained rather stable over time.
H4: The turnout opposition between the working class and the owners/employers has remained stable over time.
Strategy of Analysis, Data and Measurement of Concepts
The assessment of changes over time is decisive in this article. In Switzerland, the 1971 election represents the farthest point in history that we can reach with electoral surveys data. However, this does not mean that we have had continuous and homogeneous electoral surveys at our disposal since then (for a similar discussion for France, see Mayer 2010) . On the contrary, it is only since 1995 that electoral survey research has been institutionalized in the framework of the Swiss Electoral Studies (Selects), which has ensured the continuity of electoral surveys since then. From the 1979 to the 1991 election, electoral surveys are of minor interest for our specific questioning because the information on occupation needed to construct the chosen class schema is not available.
Because of the difficulty of working with a continuous series (including a detailed measure of social class), the strategy is to focus on the most remote points in time. For social class, as explained above, we use Oesch's (2006) class schema, more precisely the 8-class version. Class position is constructed using the current or past occupation of the respondent based on the International Labour Organization's international standard classification of occupations (versions isco68 and isco88) and current or past employment status in order to distinguish employers and the self-employed from employees. If the respondent reports never having had a job, class position is derived from his/her partner's present or past employment, and/or from the main household earner's present or past employment (see Rennwald 2013 for further indication on this operationalization). The size of the eight classes within the Swiss electorate is displayed in table A.1 in the appendix.
For the analysis of party choice, a multinomial logistic regression is performed. In order to assess change over time, election year and an interaction between election year and social class (as well as the other independent variables) are entered. Control variables include two usual socio-demographics determinants (sex and age in three categories) and two other socio-structural variables deriving from two important cleavages in Switzerland, the religious and the urban-rural cleavage. For the religious cleavage, we use a measure of religious practice, irrespective of denomination, in four categories: regular churchgoer (at least once a month), occasional churchgoer (less than once a month to once a year, including special occasions), non-churchgoer (never), without religion. For the urban-rural cleavage, we distinguish respondents living in a municipality with less than 10'000 inhabitants (village), between 10'000 and 99'9999 inhabitants (mid-sized cities), 100'000 inhabitants and over (large cities). Our dependent variable is a five-fold measure of party choice, differentiating the four governmental parties (SP, CVP, FDP, SVP) and the other parties in a fifth residual category. It should be noted that the Liberal Party is grouped together with the Radical Party. Following Lutz (2012) , weighting has been used to correct the over-/ under-representation of cantons in the sample (for the 2007 and 2011 surveys) and for distortions concerning two characteristics of interest in the study: party choice and turnout. For the analyses of party choice, a combination of party choice and canton weighting has been used. The same applies for turnout.
Class Cleavage in Voting Choice in the 1970s
The first step consists of assessing the evolution of class voting, in terms of the opposition in voting choice between the working class and the owners/employers. We perform multinomial logistic regression with voting choice as dependant variable. The reference category for party choice is the voting for the Social Democratic Party. The reference category for social class is the working class (production workers), given that it forms the largest group in the 1970s and is at the same time of theoretical interest. The findings are presented in table 1. Our comments focus on the effect of social class on party choice.
When we include interaction effects for year, the main terms for social class (at the top of the table) inform us about the impact of social class in 1971/75. With one exception, all coefficients display positive signs; this means that -compared to production workers -all other social classes are more likely (although not always significantly) to choose right-wing parties over the SP. In other words, this indicates that the working class is the strongest supporter of the Social Democratic Party at that time, the corollary being that this is the class that votes least for right-wing parties.
Clear-cut class differences in voting choice can be identified in the 1970s. In the contrast between the three right-wing parties and the SP, two classes display the largest differences from the production workers: the large employers/liberal professions and the small business owners. These two classes are the most likely to vote for one of the three right-wing parties rather than for the SP. The opposition is larger in the case of the Radical-Liberal Party and the Swiss People's Party than in the case of the Christian Democratic Party, reflecting the latter's cross-class basis of support. The outlined pattern is characteristic of the class cleavage between the working class (voting left) and the owners/employers (voting right). However, reflecting their historic background, the Swiss right-wing parties mobilize different factions of the dominant classes. The Swiss People's Party obtains its strongest support among the small business owners, reflecting its origins in the farmers' milieu. By contrast, the Radical-Liberal Party receives its strongest support among the large Class (Non)Voting in Switzerland 1971 Switzerland -2011 employers/liberal professions and among the segment of the salaried middle class that is closest to capital, i.e. the managers.
In the opposition between the working class and the owners/employers, several classes occupy an intermediate position. The technical specialists, similar to the managers, are more likely to vote for the right-wing parties than for the Social Democratic Party (in comparison with the production workers). However, the smaller coefficients for the technical specialists indicate that they act less clearly than the managers as an arm of capital. The division between manual and non-manual occupations seems of some relevance in the Radical-Liberal versus Social Democratic Party voting choice in the 1970s. The sociocultural specialists, but also the less-skilled workers in non-manual occupations, i.e. service workers and clerks, are significantly more likely to vote for the FDP (relative to the SP) than the production workers. Thus, some differences in party choice exist between the routine non-manual employees and the manual working class, which at the time is the strongest supporter of the SP and the weakest of the FDP. By contrast, the Swiss People's Party has more difficulty in convincing wage-earners. It relies heavily on the support of the small business owners. In sum, the major Swiss political parties are anchored in distinct social classes in the first half of the 1970s. The same message can be taken from figure 2, where the findings are presented in a different way, under the form of predicted probabilities of voting for the four parties.
What Remains of the Opposition Between the Working Class and the Owners/ Employers in Voting Choice in the 2000s?
Has this class pattern changed much over time? Many interaction terms in table 1 are significant, indicating the existence of significant changes over time in the impact of social class on voting. In order to visualize the findings and interpret them more easily, we sum the main terms for social class and the interaction terms for social class. However, we decided to perform once more the regression of table 1 by changing the reference category. The production workers strongly change their partisan preferences over time. Thus, a moving baseline does not form the best reference category for analysing changes. We prefer to choose the owners/employers as reference category, namely, the large employers/ liberal professions, to illustrate findings on the CVP and FDP, and the small business owners for findings on the SVP.
14 The corresponding scores are plotted in figure 3, which shows for each election (1971/75, 2007, 2011 ) the voting choice of the different social classes contrasted with that of owners/employers (the reference category, represented by the zero line). For readability reasons, we show in the right panel the voting choice of four classes (small business owners, socio-cultural specialists, technical specialists and managers) and in the left panel three classes (service workers, production workers and clerks), for the three contrasts of interest (CVP versus SP voting, FDP versus SP voting, SVP versus SP voting) .
The opposition in voting choice between the working class and the owners/employers has much weakened over time. The most important decline is to be found in the contrast between the Swiss People's Party and the Social Democratic Party. In 2007 and 2011, the production workers (and also the service workers and clerks) converged towards the zero line, i.e. towards the small business owners. This means that these classes -compared to the small business owners -are no longer likely in 2007 and 2011 to prefer the SP over the SVP. This evolution is in line with the first hypothesis that postulated the decline in class differences in voting choice between these two parties.
The gap between the working class and the owners/employers has also lessened in the support for the Christian Democratic Party and the Radical-Liberal Party (relative to the Social Democratic Party). However, it has not completely vanished, especially in the case of the Radical-Liberal Party. In 2007 and especially in 2011, the production workers -compared to the large employers/liberal professions -clearly prefer the Social Democratic Party to the Radical-Liberal Party. As we shall see later, this is largely due to the persistent weak support of production workers for the FDP. These findings are consistent with hypotheses 2 and 3 that expected a decline in the class differences between the SP and the centre-right parties, but of limited extent in comparison with the SVP. Generally, it should also be noted that class differences are more marked in 2011 than in 2007. The study of future elections will indicate whether this represents a trend or 2011 constitutes an exception.
The changes are much more modest for the classes displayed in the right panel, and no clear trend can be identified. the managers and technical specialists in SVP versus SP voting. Their distance from the small business owners has slightly lessened over time. Finally, in 2011, the socio-cultural specialists separated further from the large employers/liberal professions when they had to choose between the FDP and the SP. What does the class basis of the Swiss political parties look like at the end of the period? As a synthesis, predicted probabilities of voting for the four main Swiss parties in 2011 are presented in figure 4 . The Swiss People's Party is now generally stronger than the other parties. The choice of depicting the probabilities for citizens living in villages generally increases the support for the SVP and decreases the support for the SP.
The class structure of FDP voting has remained largely the same over time. In 2011, the FDP obtains its strongest support among the large employers/liberal professions and its weakest support among production workers. This was already the case in 1971/75. Among the wage-earners, the strongest support is to be found among the managers (the difference vis-a-vis the liberal professions/large employers is not significant). The level of FDP voting has fallen in all classes, but it has occurred more than average among the socio-cultural specialists and the managers. The probabilities of voting for the Christian Democratic Party display the lowest variation by social class in 2011. Its basis, as already discussed, can best be described as cross-class, and this has not changed much over time.
In 2011, the Social Democratic Party obtains its strongest support among the sociocultural specialists. Its weakest support is to be found among the large employers/liberal professions, being in this sense the mirror of the FDP electorate. Over time, the sociocultural specialists have replaced the production workers in their first-rank support for the SP. Already in the 1970s, they gave the SP a relatively good level of support, but it remained significantly lower than that of the production workers. In 2011, the probabilities of the production workers (but also of the service workers and the clerks) voting SP are not higher than those of the managers for example.
In 2011, the Swiss People's Party obtains its strongest support among the small business owners, followed by the service workers, the production workers and the clerks. By contrast, its weakest support is located among the socio-cultural specialists. The class structure of SVP voting has changed a lot over time. In 1971/75, the SVP obtained its strongest support among the small business owners, but weak support among all wage-earning classes. Over time, it could rally the support of large segments of wage-earners, above all from the working class and to some extent from the managers, while remaining strong among its historical electorate of farmers and small proprietors. Although this conclusion is not new, the direct comparison with the 1970s means that the magnitude of change can be shown.
Class Cleavage in Nonvoting
We now turn to nonvoting. Participation in the federal elections (yes/no) is used as a dependant variable in a binomial logistic regression. The same independent variables as for previous analyses are included: besides social class, we control for sex, age, municipality size and religious practice. Election year and an interaction between election year and class (as well as the other independent variables) have been entered in order to take account of changes over time in the impact of social class. The results are presented in table A.2 in the appendix. In 1971/75, turnout at the federal elections is structured by class. With the exception of the service workers, all other social classes are significantly more likely to vote than the production workers. The highest level of participation is to be found among the large employers/liberal professions and among the socio-cultural specialists. This class pattern has not dramatically changed over time. None of the interaction terms between election year and class is significant, except that for the small business owners in 2011.
From table A.2, we calculate some predicted probabilities in order to get a clearer picture on the evolution of turnout in different social classes. Figure 5 shows the predicted probabilities of taking part in elections for four selected social classes in 1971/75, 2007 and 2011 . We present the predicted probabilities for both men and women -1971 is the first federal election where women could vote.
Large class differences can be observed already in the 1970s. In 1971/75, a male socio-cultural specialist has a voting probability of 84%, whereas it is 64% for a male production worker. In 2007, the gap these two categories is of 22 points, in 2011 29 points. Turnout has declined for all classes, but in relative terms, the decrease has been larger for production workers. Their participation has fallen by around one third between the 1970s and the 2000s/early 2010s (drop of 29% in 2007, 38% in 2011) . In the same period, the turnout of socio-cultural specialists has fallen by approximately one fifth and the same holds for the large employers and liberal professions. So, class differences have grown more important. This speaks rather against the fourth hypothesis which postulated stability in turnout.
However, such an increase in class differences is less clear in the case of women. Generally, women participate less in elections than men. If we consider the production workers, their turnout has not fallen more between the 1970s and 2007 than in the case of the large employers/liberal professions. In 2007, this is only in the case of service workers that class differences have grown more important. In 2011, class differences are slightly larger. Overall, the pattern of change over time is less clear than in the case of men of middle age. Additional predicted probabilities for young and old male reveal a similar pattern as for women. In sum, there is something going on for male of middle age, but this does not constitute a trend for the whole population. This leads us to rather accept the fourth hypothesis. Class differences in voting in Switzerland remain large, but have not dramatically and consistently increased for all groups.
Conclusion
Most of the recent studies on class voting in Switzerland have focused on the class basis of the Swiss People's Party and the Social Democratic Party in the 1990s and 2000s. This article aimed to offer new insights by paying more attention to the centre-right parties and by taking the important structuration of turnout by class in Switzerland into account. A literature review revealed a need to describe the evolution of alignment between specific classes and specific parties, with a detailed class schema.
What are the main findings? In 1971/1975, a clear opposition between the working class and the owners/employers in voting choice can be observed. The production workers constitute the backbone of the Social Democratic Party. The right-wing parties mobilize different segments of the owners/employers. The Swiss People's Party relies heavily at that time on the support of the small business owners, whereas the Radical-Liberal Party obtains its strongest support among the large employers/liberal professions. Additionally, the Radical-Liberal Party can count on the support of the managers, which can be seen as the segment of the salaried middle class closest to the employers' interests. In the 1970s, class cleavage is least marked in relation to the Christian Democratic Party, which obtains average support among various social classes.
In the late 2000s/early 2010s, class voting in Switzerland displays several characteristics of rupture with the 1970s. The Swiss People's Party, which had so much difficulty in finding support among wage-earners in the 1970s, has found new and important support among the working class, additional to its traditional electorate of the petty bourgeoisie. The Social Democratic Party has found its new basis among the socio-cultural specialists. The traditional class opposition in voting choice between the Social Democratic Party and the Swiss People's Party has therefore decreased over time (H1 confirmed). However, important continuities are also to be observed. The Christian Democratic Party still obtains the most diverse support in terms of social classes. The Radical-Liberal Party still finds its most loyal supporters among the large employers/liberal professions, and to a certain extent among the managers. Consequently, the decline in class differences between the Social Democratic Party and the centre-right parties is more limited (H2 and H3 confirmed). In the late 2000s/early 2010s, the owners/employers remain close to the right-wing parties, but the corollary does not hold for the working class, whose high support for the left is no longer in evidence. This thus confirms Daniel Oesch's (2008: 14) conclusion that class cleavage is mainly articulated by the capital side in Switzerland at the beginning of the 21 th century. Overall, our findings suggest that class cleavage is weakened when a rightwing party is able to catch a more than average support among working class voters. By contrast, centre-right parties display much continuity in their class basis over time, thus contributing to the persistence of class cleavage.
The fact that the socio-cultural specialists have replaced the working class as the biggest supporters of the Social Democratic Party constitutes an important rupture. However, we can see some signs of continuity with the tradition of the labour movement. It is interesting to note that the socio-cultural specialists constitute today the class best organized on a trade-union level in Switzerland (Oesch 2006: 168) . Moreover, they constitute the segment of the salaried middle class that is furthest from the employers' interests, by contrast to the managers. Despite these similarities, the results indicate the difficulty for the left of obtaining the support of both the working class and the socio-cultural specialists.
The article has also offered a new perspective by including nonvoting, which has been structured by class in Switzerland. Our findings show that class differences in turnout have not dramatically and consistently increased over time. Hypothesis 4 which postulated stability is therefore supported. Consequently, the general decline in turnout that can be observed in Switzerland since the 1970s does not have a specific class character. The most important change in class cleavage in Switzerland is to be found in party choice and not in nonvoting. This conclusion should remind us of the case of the United States. In this country, class largely structures turnout, but no substantial increase in class differences in turnout could be observed (Manza and Brooks 1999; Leighley and Nagler 1992) . With such important class differences in turnout in the 1970s already, Switzerland could well represent a special case in Western Europe.
The present article has been mainly concerned with the description of class voting evolution in Switzerland. In further research, more attention should be devoted to the explanations for such changes. Possible influences on the side of the political parties have been highlighted, namely, changes in party programmes and appeals. Further work should include analyses on the voters' side, by investigating possible changes in the class pattern of economic and cultural preferences. First insights (see Rennwald 2013) indicate that the class pattern of attitudes has not been completely reversed over time. Despite forming the backbone of the Swiss People's Party in the 2000s, production workers are still the class most in favour of wealth redistribution, together with the socio-cultural specialists. 
